Alexander Nevsky, Cantata for Mezzo-Soprano, Chorus and Orchestra, 
Opus 78 of Serge Prokofiev (New York Philharmonic, Thomas Schippers, 
conductor; Lili Chookasian, Mezzo-Soprano; Westminster Choir; WNCN) 
Voices and other instruments in extreme registers and all the while 
an unrelenting rhythm and the Gothic Grand Duke Alexander fought 
and defeated the invading Swedish army on the banks of the River 
Neva in 1240 and two years later he defeated the invading Teutonic 
knights on the ice of Lake Chud. Part VI is called "The Field of 
the Dead" and a Russian girl searches for her lover on the field 

of battle and this solo reminds me of the one in Mahler's Symphony 
No. 3 and after her solo Alexander triumphantly enters into Pskov. 
"God I love this" says Pat Haskell. Prokofiev has written music 
"not as it sounded at the time of the Battle on the Ice, but as we 
now imagine it. . . It is cast in a modern mold rather than in the 
style of seven hundred years ago" said Prokofiev and all forms must 
be contemporary and this is brilliant program music and the Teutonic 
invaders are the heavy mechanical rhythms and they are the harsh 
timbres and they are the heavy brass and the Russians are the 
strings and the consonant harmonies and the melodies in a folk 
style. Battle music and Walton's music for Richard III and be- 
cause of the rhythms created by Walton and Prokofiev the blood 
begins to circulate more rapidly and certainly the blood is moving 
more slowly throughout the body when one listens to Nuages by 
Debussy than it is when one listens to Part V of this Cantata for 
example by Prokofiev. Natural rhythms and un-natural rhythms 

and the unrelenting gulping pulsations of Prokofiev give me great 
pleasure and in Romeo and Juliette it is the same thing and when 
Gennady Rozhdestvensky conducted the Leningrad Philharmonic and 
the Rutgers University Choir and Irina Arkhipova in a performance 
of Alexander Nevsky in Carnegie Hall on October 26, 1973, I sat in 


Balcony P 47 and parts two, five and seven of Alexander Nevsky were 
my favorite sections of this Cantata and when I heard it today I 
liked part VI best of all. A Gothic Grand Duke and a Gothic 

battle on the banks of the River Neva and two years before Alexander 
defeated the invading Swedish army on the banks of the River Neva 


the Peterborough Cathedral was consecrated and Gothic rhythms and 
Gothic forms are and will be and the blood circulates more rapidly. 
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